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PASSCOM EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

July 14, 2009 

 
President Charlene Sakurai called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in Education Trailer of the San Gorgonio 
Memorial Hospital, Banning, California. 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mike Barron, City of Calimesa  Carl Mullison, Web Master 

Bruce Blake, BCV Parks Alyce Ortiz, H.S.C.C.D.P. 
Rick Cook, City of Beaumont OES Charlene Sakurai, Banning Bench 

Bob Ewert, Sun Lakes EPAP Tom Shields, H.S.C.C.D.P. 

Debbie Franklin, Banning City Council Officer Teets, Riverside County Sheriff 
Vicki Hale, Solera EPAP Sal Tolone, Serrano Del Vista CERT Volunteers 
Dick Heitman, R.A.C.E.S./Sun Lakes EPAP Janet Upchurch 
Gene Lawton, Banning Transit Richard Urie, Four Seasons 

Steve McGill, Serrano Del Vista CERT Volunteers Chris Woodin, Office of Riv. Cnty. Supervisor Ashley 

Dorothy McLean, Linda Vista Neighborhood Watch Ella Zanowic, City of Calimesa 
Gina Moran-McGough, Riverside Fire OES Roman Finale, CHP 
  T.J. Moody, Sun Lakes Country Club 
 

1.  Welcome: 
 

 President Charlene Sakurai welcomed everyone in attendance.  She said “thank you” to Vice President 
Mike Barron for filling in for her at the June meeting. 

 

2. Self-Introductions: 

 

Everyone present made self-introductions. 
 

3. Approval of the Minutes: 

 

A motion to approve the Minutes was made by Bob Ewert.  Mike Barron second the motion.  The 
Minutes were approved. 

 
4. Treasurers Report: 

 

A Letter of  “thank you” was received from the City of Banning with a brochure of the Banning Disaster 
Expo included.  The Banning Disaster Expo was held on Saturday, April 24, 2009. 

 
 PASSCOM received a $500.00 check from the City of Banning. 
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      On deposited  in Bank Account is  $1712.16 from the Banning Bench.  On deposited in the Bank  
      Account is $1181.64 from PASSCOM, for a total balance of $2893.80. 
       
      PASSCOM has seven (7) Emergency Escape Tools (hammers) available for sale at $12.00 each. 
 
 Mike Barron donated a $250.00 check from the City of Calimesa. 
 
 Rick Cook donated a $1,000.00 check from the City of Beaumont. 
 
 The new balance in the PASSCOM Checking Account will be 2,431.64. 
 
 
5. Reports & New Business: 

 

A. Chief Bennett from Riverside County Fire spoke on the Closure of Station 20.   
1.  The station will be fully staffed. Presently, there is a one (1) year verbal   

  agreement for funding.  Banning and Beaumont have said yes, the County of  
  Riverside is the wildcard.  There is work being done with the Morongo Indian  
  Compound for a pack.  These packs are for thirty (30) years. 

2.  Reports will be going to Banning, Beaumont, Riverside County and Four  
       Seasons. 
3. Ted Yarbrough Proclamation was presented to Ted’s Wife on July 13, 2009.    
4. PASSCOM explained to Chief Bennett what Al Lopez presented to PASSCOM    
       concerning changing the name of the Banning Disaster Expo to the Ted  
       Yarbrough Disaster Expo.  Chief Bennett said he would ask Ted’s Wife  
       concerning this manner. 

 
B. Gina Moran-McGough gave the Riverside County report as follows: 

1. 2010 Operational Plans are being reviewed.  This includes the City Plans.  
Cities Plans are also being reviewed and updated for State and Federal monies. 

2. CERT Classes 
A. Spanish speaking:  August 7, 8, & 9th.  Please contact Gina at 951-232-

6680 for more information. 
B. Deaf CERT Class:  December.  Please contact Gina 951-232-6680 for 

more information. 
C. Calimesa CERT Class:  August 28, 29 & 30th at Plantation on the Lakes.  

To reserve you place, please contact 951-955-4700. 
3. Golden Guardian Drill, which will include the State and Federal Governments, 

will be focusing on Ports and Terrorists. 
4. 2010 ShakeOut—Communities will be October 15th.  Please visit 

www.shakeout.org 
6.  CERT FIELD DAY:  October 17th.  The location is Clark Training Center at 
     March Air Force Base.  The address is 16791 Davis Street. The focus will be on  
     sand bagging  and stacking.  To reserve you place, please call 955-4700. 
7.  Maintain Area:  Incidents Division has visited 12 camps to review plans. 
8.  Public Health:  CDC rating of the County’s plan:  91 out of 100 for Riverside 
     County. 
9.  Staffing Issues:  Riverside Fire OES is under staffed.  They have a staff of 18  
     with only 10 filled positions. 
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7.  Round-table/ Announcements: 
 

Mike:   

 

Volunteer fire equipment is fund by grants.  The Indian Tribes do a lot of the funding. 
 

Rick: 
 
Thirty (30) units to receive the money from the EOC Grant. 
 
Gina: 
 
There will be matching funds for the Grants Rick was announcing. 
 
Sal: 
 
Serrano Del Vista CERT Volunteers attend the CERT Summit.  The program was recorded on DVD and 
they have a copy.  He asked to use a terrorism tape from Rick Cook.  Asked about setting-up a Mutual 
Aide program in PASSCOM.  This program already is in place in the State of California. 
 
If you have a problem you go to the City, then the County, then the State, and then the Federal 
Government. 
 
CERT Managers program contact Rick Cook, Mitch White or Gina Moran-McGough. 
 
Fire Extinguisher Training:  90% attended. 
 
Asked if Serrano Del Vista could transport to the hospital during the Oct. 15th Drill.  Rick Cook did not 
think this was a good idea. 
 
October 21st Damage Assessment will be held in Serrano Del Vista. 
 
Gene:   
 
Will not be able to attend in August.  Terrorist training.   
 
City shortened work week will not affect Transit.  They will be working a normal work week. 
 

Roman: 
 
At the scale location, there is forty-four (44) flat acres that Fire could use as a Fire Camp.  There is 
twenty (20) acres of flat dirt available.  There is three (3) buildings on the property for CHP. 
 
Chris: 
 
County Supervisor’s Office will remain open but there will be staff changes.  They have closed the 
Perris Office and the staff has taken a 10% cut in pay.  They are trying to save jobs. 
 
Pam: 
 
In September they will be training new participants.  They lost their HAM Radio Operator. 
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Janet: 
 
American Red Cross is currently conducting shelter surveys. 
 

Carl: 
 
The PASSCOM Website had 271 visitors last month.  If you have information concerning PASSCOM, 
Carl will be glad to place on the website. 
 

Debbie: 
 
Banning has a new Assistant Fire Marshall, she does not remember his name. 
 
There is a problem with housing needs.  As of August 1st if you having Foreclosure difficulties, please 
call 951-682-6581 (Fair Housing) and it is a free service. 
 

Bruce: 

 

Oak Valley Parkway continues to be closed, but Noble Creek Park is still available for animals.  
September Oak Valley Parkway will be open. 
 

Ella: 
 
Calimesa’s Main Street is developing nicely.  They will have a stop light on Main Street. 
 
Calimesa will having a new school opening now that the road is finished.  Sheriff will be at the school 
to conduct a “Columbine Class.” 
 
October 9th Volunteers Street Fair will be held.  There will be multiple booths to visit. 
 
Rick: 

 

Schools do attend CERT.  Teacher have been attending.  FEMA has website for training.  Students who 
attend CERT must bring their parents.  There is a waiver of liability that must be signed. 
 
Four Square Church sent 22 members to CERT Class. 
 
October 15th:  Table Top Drill. 
 
October 24th Bicycle Safety Fair.  The Shake Trailer will be there. 
 
California Senate Bill 39 approved on the Senate Floor.   
 

Vicki: 
 
Solera will be hosting a Fire Extinguisher Drill on Wednesday, August 5th at 9:00 a.m. in the Oakmont 
Clubhouse and then outside for hands on training.  She passed out flyers for the event. 
 

Charlene: 

 

The Bench has purchased a storage container with the money Supervisor Ashley shared with them. 
They have placed the storage container between two homes and have placed their PASSCOM supplies 
in the container. 
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In October the Bench will be holding an Ice Cream Social.  For admission you must bring a supply for 
Emergency Preparedness. 
 
The Ham Radio Operators are working with Sun Lakes. 
 
The Bench is experiencing vandalism problems.  Are any other communities? 
 
Fraud and terrorism will be their focus in October. 
  

      8.    Adjournment: 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00a.m.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 
8:30 a.m. in the San Gorgonio Memorial Hospital’s Education Trailer, Banning, CA. 

 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Vicki Hale 
 


